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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 

HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 


A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 


@ It reveals Biblical evidence concerning 
the second coming of Jesus and the estab- 
lishment of His Kingdom. 


@ It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus. 


@ It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
tion that will follow his appearing. 


@ This booklet describes concisely the 
Battle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 


Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies 50 


Single copies .10 





A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 


Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 


Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 


When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 
When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 
Send for your copy today. 


60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





The Children’s Books Division of the 
Megiddo Mission is helping many par- 
ents instruct their children correctly. In- 
formation concerning books and special 
lessons may be had on request. 












A Lesson From Paul 


Dear Sister: 

I have enjoyed the drama that you have 
been printing in the MESSAGE, depicting 
scenes of Paul’s life, especially the conver- 
sation between Paul and Telemachus. 

Paul’s statement that we do not meet or 
cure evil with evil is a truth that many 
people do not seem to understand. 

Paul never failed to make those with 
whom he talked feel better, with counsel 
that their burdens were not as bad as they 
thought, and that perhaps the future would 
be brighter—a good example for us to fol- 
low. 

Adamsville, Tenn. 


I. P. 


Great Helps 
Dear Friends: 

The MEsSAGE and the Bible Lessons have 
been a great help to me all along, in these 
uncertain times. 

I thank you so much. 

Back Bay, New Brunswick, Can. 

Mrs. J. G. 


Jewels of Opportunity 
Dear Sister: 

To arrive unto the knowledge of the 
Truth and live according to the precepts 
will bring one a revenue more choice than 
silver. Job gives us the formula of finding 
the jewels of wisdom and understanding 
and Solomon concludes the whole matter 
with these words: “Treasures of wickedness 
profit nothing; but righteousness delivereth 
from death” (Prov. 10: 2). 

I have recognized my jewels of oppor- 
tunity. Without trials there is no virtue! 
But whatsoever the place, time, trial, if we 
do on our part, the Lord will deliver them 
that fear Him. 

Sayreville, N. J. 

Ss. L. W. 


Bread Upon the Waters 
Dear Friend: 

It may interest you to know that I came 
upon the MreGippo MESSAGE at the Y.W.C.A. 
and I look forward to its greeting me each 
Sunday. It is so understandable and help- 
ful that I read it from cover to cover. 

Beaumont, Texas 


Mrs. E. F. L. 


About a Visit 
Dear Sister: 

I must say that my stay with you was 
the best two weeks of my life. It seems like 
the word “Thank you” is not big enough 
to use in this event. I can truly say, “What 
shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
goodness unto me?” for He has done mar- 
velous things for me through you, whereof 
I am glad. 

Rome, Ga. 


J. R. 
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THE BIBLE —IS IT A CATHOLIC BOOK? 


and also the erroneous statement: “No ... The 
Bible is NOT Our Sole Guide!” has been widely 
published throughout this country. 

That this advertisement, sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus, contains gross errors, we do not hesitate to 
affirm. The first error is the statement: “. . . the Catholic 
Church is the Mother of the Bible.” 

On the contrary, it is a demonstrable fact that the en- 
tire Bible was in existence in manuscript form and used 
in church worship for hundreds of years before the 
Catholic Church came into existence. 

More than three-fourths of the Bible is Old Testament 
books, written by the Jews, and in use in synagogues 
hundreds of years before the Roman Catholic Church 
existed. The New Testament, which comprises less than 
one-fourth of the Bible, was also written by Jews. 

“The Bible Is a Catholic Book,” reads another news- 
paper advertisement, one of a series sponsored by the 
Roman Catholic Church for the “propagation of the 
faith.” 

THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE does not deal in personalities, 
and we have only the kindliest of feelings toward our 
Catholic friends, many of whom are excellent citizens and 
neighbors. But missionary doctrines are public property, 
so to speak, and advertisements of this type are a public 
challenge, for by implication they condemn all other 
churches as false. Controversy for its own sake is barren, 
but lovers of truth are commanded to “earnestly contend 
for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 

It is needless to say that we do not believe or accept 
the doctrines of the Church of Rome. If we did, there is 
where we would be found, for “truth is the gem for which 
we seek.” The same may be said of the Protestant “daugh- 
ters,” whose beliefs are but modifications of the Mother’s. 

The advertisements in question contain so many inac- 
curate and misleading statements that one can only won- 
der at the spiritual blindness of the authors. Without 
doubt they were sincere, but they really should know 
better. We quote: 

“Nowhere in the Bible text will you find a list of the... 
inspired books of which it is composed. This list was 
given to the world by the Catholic Church almost three 
full centuries after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Be- 
tween the time of the Crucifixion and the time that the 
Scriptures were gathered into a single Book, millions 
had received and accepted the teachings of Christ, and 
had died without ever seeing the complete Bible.” 

This is a broad and sweeping claim. As regards the 
Old Testament, it is definitely disallowed. It was the 
Synagogue, and not the Church, which was responsible 
for its collection and preservation. The Old Testament in 
its present form is older by several hundred years than 
the Catholic Church, and we should have it today, thanks 
to Judaism, had that church never existed. 

As to the rest of the paragraph quoted, it assumes a 
great deal more than the known facts warrant. One thing 
is absolutely certain: every book of the New Testament, 
and of the whole Bible, for that matter, was completed 
and ready for circulation no more than 37 years after the 
Crucifixion. Those who lived and died in the faith of 


AN AMAZING advertisement setting forth this claim, 


Christ during those 87 years were less dependent upon 
books, having among them Apostles and leaders who 
received revelations by direct inspiration, visions, angelic 
visitation, etc. Yet even then the written Word played 
an important part, as witness the epistles of St. Paul to 
the various churches. But a time was coming when it 
would be all in all. 

The Apostle, writing by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
prophesied that the gifts of the Spirit which confirmed 
the Word in its successive revelations—tongues, miracles, 
healings, direct knowledge, prophecy—should all cease 
and vanish away (I Cor. 13:8). “For we know in part, 
and we prophesy in part; but when that which is perfect 
is come, then that which is in part shall be done away” 
(vs. 9, 10). The “perfect” thing we find to be the law of 
the Lord (Psalm 19:7), so when the law or Word of 
God was completed, the partitive arrangement of miracles 
for confirmation was to pass away. “And now abideth 
faith, hope, charity, these three: but the greatest of these 
is charity” (I Cor. 13:13). 

Jesus, in His final commission to His Apostles, sets the 
time for this momentous change in Matt. 28:19, 20, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have com- 
manded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close 
of the age” (Revised Standard Version). The “age” 
(aion) in question, the Jewish Age, ended with the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by Titus, A. D. 70, before which 
time the inspired Word was to be completed, and since 
which time there has been no authentic, reliable or credi- 
ble record of a revelation from God or other manifesta- 
tion of Holy Spirit power. Henceforth the Word was to 
be man’s sole guide to salvation. 

For all we know, and for all the Catholic Church knows, 
the 27 books of the New Testament may have been col- 
lected within a very few years after the fall of Jerusalem. 
Far-seeing leaders of the infant church of Christ would 
undoubtedly have made provision for the new order of 
things in which the written Word would be of such tre- 
mendous importance. But whether circulated as separate 
books or in one collection, they were in existence and 
active use decades before the Catholic Church took form. 
Without them there would have been no knowledge of the 
way of salvation, for word of mouth tradition is too cor- 
ruptible to be trustworthy. 

The foregoing also disposes of the claim in the next 
paragraph of the advertisement. 

“Established by Christ Himself [!] and rapidly spread 
among the nations of the world, the Catholic Church was 
carrying on Christ’s work for the salvation of men some 
60 years before the Apostle John wrote his books of the 
New Testament.” 

The man-made theory that St. John wrote the Apoca- 
lypse A. D. 96 is disproved by the chain of evidence given 
above. The Word was to be completed—no exceptions— 
before A. D. 70. A number of eminent worldly critics now 
argue in favor of A. D. 69 as the proper date, and this 
agrees with the Bible. 

The claim is often made by our Catholic friends that 
their Church traces its ancestry in an unbroken line back 
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to St. Peter, “the first Pope.” This we deny. Such “his- 
tory” as can be cited in support of this claim is not his- 
tory at all, but tradition—a tradition manufactured and 
maintained by the parties most interested. As a matter 
of sober fact, the origin of the Roman Catholic Church is 
lost in the mist of one of those unfortunate “blank 
spaces” in history. A writer of authentic history states 
that after the days of the Apostles, as the First Century 
drew toward its close, a veil seems to descend upon the 
record of the Christian Church; and when it lifts, well 
in the Second Century, we find a well-organized hier- 
archy, complete with bishops and archbishops, rites and 
ceremonies, pomp and outward show. 

This was not the Church founded by Jesus and His 
Apostles. It bears no resemblance to it, either in doctrine 
or practice. From this time on, as the Great Apostasy 
gathered strength and speed, we have very little authen- 
tic history of the true Church, which was composed of 
humble, obscure people, growing fewer in number under 
the blows of persecution and the seductions of easier 
ways, until by the beginning of the Seventh Century 
“true religion lay buried under a senseless mass of super- 
stitions, and was unable to raise her head” (Mosheim’s 
Ecclesiastical History). 

Saint Paul saw these dark days coming, and warned 
his flock that there should come a “falling away” from 
the truth (II Thess. 2:3), and that the whole world 
would be turned from truth to fables (II Tim. 4:4). 
Even in his own day, he tells us, the “mystery of iniq- 
uity” was already working (II Thess. 2:7). The Apos- 
tasy was rapid and complete, and it is important to bear 
in mind that all the history of the “Christian Church” 
after the close of the Jewish Age is, with few exceptions, 
written of a church which had lost its purity, a church 
increasingly apostate, and not of the body of true be- 
lievers who are “not reckoned among the nations” (Num- 
bers 23:9). 

Now comes the one true statement of the advertise- 
ment. 

“For more than a thousand years, the Scriptures were 
preserved and circulated by Catholic monks and scholars 
who laboriously copied the sacred text by hand.” 

This cannot be denied, except that the word “circu- 
lated” might be questioned seriously. The scarlet Mother 
on the Seven Hills (Rev. 17:9, 18) still retained the 
golden cup, the Bible, while making all nations drunk on 
the wine of her spiritual fornication, the false doctrines 
for which she claimed the authority of the Scriptures but 
which are entirely foreign to the sacred pages. And to 
those monks and scholars of the Dark Ages, patiently 
copying in their cheerless cells and caves the Words 
which they understood not, we are debtors. 

Yet whatever the private thoughts and motives of the 
scribes, it is certain that the Church itself had no inten- 
tion of making the Bible available to the masses, but the 
exact opposite. It was kept in the Latin tongue as long as 
was humanly possible; its reading was more than once 
officially prehibited; and the persecution of Wycliffe and 
the burning of Tyndale for translating it into the vulgar 
tongue bear witness to the official position of the Church 
in this matter. 

Acknowledging that for centuries the Bible lay com- 
pletely within the power of Rome, and knowing that its 
teachings were and are directly opposed to her doctrines, 
we may wonder that she was so careful to preserve it. 
The answer is that she could not help it. Just as heathen 
Persia was used as a sword in the hand of God to break 





the power of Babylon and release a chastened Israel from 
bondage, so the Eternal made the very power which had 
worn out His saints the custodian of His Word until a 
people should be raised up worthy of its saving power. 

The Prophet Daniel saw in vision the casting down of 
the truth (ch. 8:12; 7: 25), and a long night in which 
the river of the water of life flowed silently through the 
darkness, unseen but not unprotected, for above it brooded 
the Angel of God (ch. 12: 6, 7). So we see that the com- 
pilation of the canon of Scripture and the translation of 
the sacred text were not matters of chance or of the de- 
cision of the Councils of the Church, but the act of God. 
Errors of translation there are, to be sure, but in every 
version of the Bible can be read every principle of truth 
in plain words. Apocryphal books were excluded, for their 
very nature sets them apart from the genuine. Thus when 
Jerome refused to include in the Book of Daniel the 
legends of Susanna, and Bell and the Dragon, because he 
did not find them in the Hebrew, he was not speaking 
his own words but those of the protecting Angel, in whose 
hands he was powerless to do otherwise. 

The historian D’Aubigne comments thus upon this 
seeming paradox: 

“Truth, that it might pass safe through the period when 
Rome would have crushed it with her iron sceptre, had 
acted like the insect that weaves with its threads the 
chrysalis in which it envelopes itself during the winter... 
We may regret that the insect, full of life, and so lately 
shining with the brightest of colors, should wrap itself 
in its dark and seemingly inanimate covering, but the 
covering preserves it. It was thus with the truth. If the 
interested and suspicious policy of Rome in the days of 
her power had met with the naked truth, she would have 
destroyed it, or at least have endeavored to do so. Dis- 
guised as it was by the divines of that period under end- 
less subtilities and distinctions, the Popes did not recog- 
nize it, or else perceived that while in that state it could 
not trouble them. They took under their protection both 
the artisans and their handywork. . . But the spring 
might come, when the hidden truth might lift its head, 
and throw off all the threads which covered it. Having 
acquired fresh vigor in its seeming tomb, the world might 
behold it in the days of its resurrection obtain the victory 
over Rome and all her errors.” 

It was also Divinely ordained that the so-called Ref- 
ormation should break the Roman monopoly and release 
the Bible from its captivity. The new custodians, while 
accepting almost without change all the errors of Rome, 
were nevertheless better instruments to prepare the way 
for the advent of a great teacher and leader who should 
unlock the storehouse and bring forth the long-hidden 
gems of truth in all their purity and glory, confounding 
Rome and her daughters with all their darkness and su- 
perstition. 

Space forbids the contrast of these errors with the 
Word of God, but the lack of even superficial resemblance 
proves untrue the statement, “Yes, the Bible is truly a 
Catholic book. They were members of the Catholic Church 
who, under God’s inspiration, wrote the New Testament 
in its entirety.” 

The Apostles and evangelists of our Lord would not 
consider themselves flattered by this “terminological in- 
exactitude.” 

Open a copy of the Douay Version of the Bible. The 
preface is likely to be a lengthy Encyclical of Pope Leo 
XIII extolling the Scriptures as a useful tool for the 

(Continued on page 7) 








The Drama of Life 


Le life of man during this short pilgrimage on earth 
may well be likened to a drama which is played on 
a great stage, and each human being an actor to play 
some part therein. When our life comes under the influ- 
ence of Christ and the principles He taught, then our 
part in the drama becomes more significant. We are no 
longer just one of the ordinary actors. Our part at once 
takes on importance, and the way we play it will deter- 
mine our destiny as an actor. 

The Eternal God, creator of heaven and earth, is the 
great Playwright and Director. He has set the stage and 
has written the lines which the actors must speak. He has 
written into His drama full and explicit stage directions 
and has given added cues so that the actors would know 
exactly how He wished some speeches delivered and what 
gestures He intended certain actors to use when they 
made important statements. From time to time His co- 
directors—fully instructed in the manner God wished 
His performance to go—were commissioned to instruct 
and warn the players and encourage them to play their 
parts faithfully. For from the players in this great drama 
are to be selected choice actors to play celestial parts 
through eternity. 

The stage being set, the curtain rises, and we see Adam 
and Eve, the first actors whom God has chosen to begin 
the great drama which is to climax with the glorification 
of this earth. 

From that eventful moment the drama proceeded with 
varying degrees of interest and faithfulness. There were 
scenes of delight and music, of innocent laughter and 
singing and pleasant human toil. At such times the Di- 
rector was well pleased with the progress of His composi- 
tion. 

But happy scenes did not always continue. Tragedy 
appeared again and again. The stupid actors would dis- 
regard the stage rules. They began to improvise and read 
spurious lines, and finally rewrote the play and reset the 
stage. They scrapped the beautiful stage settings, the 
pleasing lights and harmonious sound effects and selected 
dull drapes for back drops, lightnings for lights and the 
cacophony of war and thunder for sound accompaniments. 

Worst of all, they rejected the Director’s pleadings 
through His co-workers, maltreating them in the most 
shameful manner and finally played a most horrifying 
tragedy when they crucified the Director’s own Son who 
had come to instruct them in perfect performance and 
stage settings. 

While many of the scenes from the beginning could be 
reviewed with profit, the moving act in which Christ the 
great Hero of the drama appeared will prove most help- 
ful. The study of this act is especially beneficial because 
among the various characters we see ourselves. 

The Hero becomes a most fascinating character even 
from His birth. As He spends His youthful and early 
manhood days at a common trade the audience marvels 
as they watch His expertness both in the menial tasks 
He does and in complying with the Director’s requests. 
His ministry which follows often holds the spectators 
spellbound as they watch Him triumphantly speak His 
lines and co-ordinate His gestures in a most flawless man- 
ner. We see with Him twelve select characters whom 
He has privately tutored and whom He desires to carry 
on His work, for He senses a tragedy. 
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From the wings of the stage come the murmurs of 
plots against His life, and occasionally agents of the un- 
derworld appear on the scene, trying to find cause to 
arrest Him. 

The drama becomes more touching as pressure against 
our Hero mounts. We see Him with the Twelve partaking 
of the Last Supper. These twelve characters have had an 
unusual training. They had seen His manner of life and 
heard the wisdom He spoke and were convinced that He 
was the Redeemer of their people, the King of all nations. 
And they had high hopes, in fact were confident, that soon 
they would be playing even more dramatic parts as ex- 
ecutives and cabinet ministers in His Kingdom. In this 
scene our Hero speaks numerous encouraging lines to the 
Twelve, for He senses that they feel somewhat disap- 
pointed that things have not gone as they had expected. 
Judas, the treasurer of the group, is bitter and extremely 
depressed. From among the spectators we watch and lis- 
ten and we hear the Hero say: “One of you will betray 
me.” We are startled and tears come to our eyes as we 
hear each one query, “Lord, is it 1?” A feeling of anger 
surges through our blood as we see Judas pointed out as 
the betrayer and he leaves the room. 

From then on the scenes follow in rapid succession. In 
Gethsemane we are amazed to see the disciples asleep 
while the Hero prays alone. We are all but petrified when 
Judas enters and betrays the Hero with a kiss and the 
soldiers and temple guards quickly come in and complete 
the arrest. We are startled to see the Eleven flee for their 
lives. 

When the Hero stands before the high priest and the 
Sanhedrin there is no one to plead His cause. John is 
there and Peter somewhere in the background, but they 
speak no words to defend Him. 

Peter is recognized and is questioned about Him but 
he seems to have forgotten the training and preparation 
he has had for just this act. A girl tosses his cue to him 
but he stutters and stammers, and his mind goes blank. 
He is overcome by stage fright. Suddenly he recalls the 
lines he used to speak years ago when he played the part 
of a rough fisherman—he began to curse and swear. 
When a look from the Hero reminds him that he has 
blundered and muffed his part, we see him go off the stage 
and weep bitterly. 

Our Hero is brought before Herod, but the low and 
detestable beast of a man that wears the crown had 
played the part of a libertine so long that the Hero pays 
no attention to what he says, nor does He answer him a 
single word. 

When brought before Pilate our Hero quickly wins the 
admiration of the audience as well as that of even the 
Roman procurator. But behind the scenes and in the 
wings the priests have done their diabolical act. They 
stirred up a mob, the scum from the slums, and had them 
in readiness so that at the opportune time they might 
speak their part. And speak they did, as though to the 
beat of a baton, in perfect compliance with the priests’ 
instructions. They had learned their few lines precisely 
and shouted them lustily: “Crucify Him, crucify Him”; 
“We have no king but Caesar”; “We want Barabbas.” 
And Pilate, who could find no fault in our Hero, yields to 
their cries, for he is more ambitious to gain the rewards 
of Caesar than to stand for justice. He walks off stage in 
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assumed satisfaction amid the groans of a disappointed 
audience. 

At Golgotha the mob is satisfied to see a crucifixion; 
the conniving priests are delighted to see their Rival 
eliminated. Except for John none of the Hero’s select 
group are there to offer at least some comfort. They are 
somewhere in hiding, fearing lest they too be taken. But 
at that dreadful scene we see the Hero’s mother and sev- 
eral women who had been influenced by His teaching. 
They are not afraid. They draw nearer to the Hero, when 
off stage the Director sets the controls that produce the 
most fearful thunders and lightnings and earthquakes 
which drive the mob to the city in panic. They are 
there and they watch to the end, even to the time when 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea—at this belated 
hour—come and take the body and respectfully lay it in 
a new tomb. 

The tragedy ends. The curtain drops. For once the 
villains appear to have triumphed. Man’s stupidity seems 
to have risen victorious over God’s wisdom. The basest 
of men have killed the purest of men. Cruelty had dis- 
posed of the world’s kindest Benefactor. 

Before the curtain rises on the Resurrection scene we 
have time to examine ourselves and see the part we have 
played in those scenes. For we were there. 

Christ had played His lines to a triumphant conclusion. 
But our part in the tragedy is not ended. It repeats itself 
as long as probation day lasts and men are subject to sin. 
It relives itself in all men and women who must decide 
their course when the Word of God or His principles 
are challenged. 

Did we see ourselves in the early scene, joyfully expect- 
ing to play more thrilling parts in the near future, but 
failing to give fullest devotion to our present act? 

Do we see ourselves set the stage for a tragedy when 
we do a Judas act by betraying the cause of our Hero by 
sin? Such sins unrepented lead to the bitterest remorse. 

When we saw Peter muff his part did we see ourselves 
doing that very act when courage failed us to testify 
truthfully in defense of the cause we profess? When in 
like offenses do we weep bitterly and seek forgiveness? 

Herod’s role of libertine may cause a nauseous sensa- 
tion and may appear to be the part we would least be 
expected to be found playing, but when we allow the 
baser passions to rule we are right there! 

When Pilate muffed his lines, did we see ourselves re- 
peating that act when we sought the honors and fair 
speeches of men rather than adhering to principle and 
justice? We gaped in amazement as we saw Pilate fumble 
his lines, considering the role that would have been his to 
play in the future Drama had he spurned the glory of 
the rabble and Caesar and released the Hero, or chose to 
die with Him. As it was, his act later brought him ill- 
favor with Caesar and he was given inferior parts to 
play, and finaliy was hissed off the stage forever. He is 
remembered only for his infamy. Do we realize when we 
seek merely the applause of the audience or the immedi- 
ate favor of a superior that that is all we shall get, and 
never be privileged to play greater parts? 

Close scrutiny is needed to see ourselves as the hypo- 
critical priests; but we are a part of them when we sow 
discord among brethren or speak disparagingly of some- 
one who stands for the right, or of someone who by virtue 
of good deeds is rising above us. 


When we followed the crowd to get our unlawful 
wishes, what did we more than the mob? That mob got 
what they wanted and little did they realize as they 
chorused their few lines that the Caesar they claimed for 
their king, would, in a few years reduce them to the low- 
est servitude, or exterminate them entirely. Shall not 
the things we claim for ourselves by violence also render 
us unfit for performance of worthy parts? 

If we can see ourselves playing the part with the be- 
loved John and the faithful women who watched to the 
end, then we shall have great cause to rejoice when the 
curtain rises on the Resurrection scene. 

So the drama of life continues! 

Whatever the part we may have played up to the pres- 
ent we can always change for the better, and we can im- 
prove the manner of our performance continually. We 
can learn to speak our lines more impressively and make 
gestures in keeping with our profession. We can and 
must give heed to the finest details and thus our per- 
formance will end successfully. 

When the curtain drops on our final act may it be that 
our part has been well done and played according to the 
instructions of the Author. May we have moved steadily 
through scene after scene to a glorious conclusion! 

Then, when out of all the performers of this earthly 
drama, we stand with our Hero among the selected actors 
and receive the applause of myriads of angels, our joy 
will be unsurpassed. We shall then be granted our hearts’ 
desire to play a most thrilling and eternal drama in which 
we shall not only speak the lines written for us by the 
great Director but we shall be able to add to them lines 
of our own composition, lines of love, loyalty, life, and 
praise. 





UPON MY HONOR AS 
A CHRISTIAN 


HROUGH the ages men have fought and died for 

honor. Perhaps no single word has had so powerful 
a bearing on human life, especially during a certain pe- 
riod. Looking back to the days when knighthood was in 
flower, we see much that was absurd and extravagant, 
and many of the legends of the Age of Chivalry contrast 
so strangely with the known darkness and brutality of 
the times that we question their accuracy. Certainly none 
of us would wish to live in that age, be its history ever 
so romantic; yet the knightly orders were a refining in- 
fluence in an extremely unrefined age, and it has its 
lessons for us. 

To the nobility of old, honor was everything. The fact 
that their definition of honor was not ours is beside the 
point at present. Nobility imposed obligations. The 
knight, considering himself of a superior caste, was ob- 
ligated to prove his superiority by his conduct. He must 
live and act on a higher level than the degraded masses of 
the common people. He was, theoretically, the defender of 
the weak, the avenger of wrongs, the loyal retainer of 
his king or chief. It was his duty to defend Christianity, 
to protect the church, and to battle against the infidel. 

According to the medieval conception of chivalry, no 
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one was born a knight. The candidate for the honor was 
sent, at the age of about seven, to act as a page or valet in 
the household of some knight. He must learn first of all to 
serve, and at menial service. When old enough he might 
become a squire. The duty of the squires was to attend the 
knight in battle, to care for his horse and weapons, and to 
act as his aid. Service again, with no glory except from 
his own master. In time, at the age of 21 or later, the 
squire might become a knight. Some squires, in order to 
avoid the expenses and obligations of knighthood, never 
took the last degree. In France, in the thirteenth century, 
a royal order punished with a fine noble squires who had 
not become knights by the time they were 24 years old. 

Such was the theory of knighthood. In practice it was 
mostly much ado about nothing. The spiritual parallels, 
in which we are interested, are many and striking. No 
man is born a knight of Jesus Christ; all are children of 
the flesh, and it is well to remember our lowly ancestry 
lest we be exalted above measure. We enter the service 
of our King as humble attendants, asking only the privi- 
lege of serving. No service too lowly—‘“Anything, Lord, 
for Thee!” The younger our entry into this order, the 
better, for the work is great. After a period of discipline 
and training we may be given greater responsibilities. 
We may be permitted to engage in the active service of 
the gospel as helpers to those who are higher and more 
experienced. Let each squire fill his place well, with his 
eye ever on the day when he, too, may attain the spurs of 
knighthood. But let him never go beyond his proper place. 
Let him serve humbly and faithfully until his Lord calls 
him to a higher station, never fearing that his honorable 
service will be unrecognized. Such neglect is unknown at 
the court of our King, where promotion follows true 
worth as night follows day. 

However pleasant our lot as squires or probationers, we 
must never be content with anything less than full knight- 
hood. Let us count the cost thoroughly and be convinced 
that the price is very low indeed. Let us put aside as be- 
neath our honor the natural indolence which would tempt 
us to render an inferior service for an inferior reward. 
The obligations of knighthood must not deter us from its 
attainment. To whom much is given, of him will much be 
required; and unless we use our great opportunity to take 
the higher degree, the fine imposed by our King will be a 
heavy one. He requires our best—full service at full pay. 

Having received the commission which only the Mon- 
arch can give, our service is a serious business. There is 
no discharge in this war. History informs us that the 
knights of old were bound to render so many days of 
active military service a year to their lords, but in the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem they were constantly on duty; so 
with us, the soldiers of the New Jerusalem. We live, so to 
speak, in a rude and barbarous age, a time of surpassing 
wickedness and impiety. The land is filled with unspeak- 
able evil; wild beasts and dragons in human form lurk 
in the dark places; enemies of our King abound on every 
hand. The need is great, the defenders of the right all too 
few. “The Church has need of Christian men who wear 
the worker’s seal.” A medieval writer says, “I do not hold 
him to be a knight who does not go with a willing heart 
and all his might to the aid of the Lord, who has so great 
need of him.” So we. 

Whether page or squire or knight, our watchword is 
honor. It must direct and influence our every word and 


act. Upon my honor as a Christian I cannot do the things 
I naturally would, for the carnal mind is one of the en- 
emies to be slain. For the honor of my King and my 
Church, I must live above the world. It has its standards 
of honors, but ours must exceed theirs. I must be an ex- 
ample to all “in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity.” I must seek opportunities to 
do good, to support and encourage the weak, to lift the 
lowly from the mire and darkness, ever keeping myself 
clean. Like Sir Galahad of old, “my strength is as the 
strength of ten because my heart is pure.” I must defend 
my faith and my leaders with every ounce of my strength. 
I must remember that my King, not being present, is 
known to others only through the lives of His represent- 
atives. I must never be ashamed to display His banner or 
wear His armor, but count it a mark of distinction— 
God’s nobility. What a challenge to the highest principles 
of honor! 

Be strong and of a good courage, ye knights of our 
Lord. Gird on the shining armor; arise and anoint the 
shield. Keep the two-edged sword of the Spirit sharp and 
bright, and let not your good right arm grow weary in 
wielding it. By God’s grace we shall yet beat the forces of 
evil to the dust. The battle waxes hot and the enemy is 
strong and numerous, but fear not. Our King is on the 
march with fresh troops, even an innumerable host of 
angelic warriors. Who would not fight with such eyes 
upon him? Already the gleam of their myriad lances may 
be seen on the distant heights. Help is at hand, and cer- 
tain victory! Hold the field a little longer, and the battle 
will be won—the whole wide world for Jesus! 


“Almighty God now bids you fear, and glory give to Him. 
Oh! hear the prophet’s warning voice before your eye grows dim. 
God mustereth His mighty host; He whets His glittering sword; 
Come, kiss the Son of Zion’s hill and heed the Conqueror’s word. 


“Among the grassy mountain paths the glittering troops increase— 

They come! They come! How fair their feet; they come that 
publish peace! 

Yea, victory! fair victory! the enemies are ours! 

And all the clouds are clasped in light, and all the earth with 
flowers. 


“For aye the time of wrath is past, and dawns the age of rest, 
When honor binds the brow of man and faithfulness his breast. 
Behold, the time of wrath is past, and righteousness shall be; 
And the wolf is dead in Kingdom fair, and the dragon in the sea.” 





THE BIBLE —IS IT A CATHOLIC BOOK? 
(Continued from page 4) 


clergy (there is a marked lack of enthusiasm as regards 
its uses by the masses). But fronting this introduction 
is a line which, for sheer effrontery, is in a class by itself. 
It is the Nihil Obstat, or stamp of approval, of the Vati- 
can Censor of Books. “Nothing against” the Word of the 
Almighty God! As we read, almost incredulously, these 
presumptuous words, over the centuries comes the voice 
of the Apostle Paul (II Thessalonians 2:3, 4): 

“Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day 
shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshiped: so that he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” 
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SEED FOR THE 


SOWER 


Successful business men, when 
asked the secret of their success, usu- 
ally have an identical answer. That 
answer is, HARD WORK! 

The great object of this issue of 
the MEGIDDO MESSAGE is to inspire 
every reader of its pages to be a hard 
worker in the Cause of Christ. 

Jesus said, “The harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few.” Men and 
women out of all walks of life are 
needed, both to sow the seed of the 
Kingdom and to gather in the golden 
grain. 

The Church of Christ always has 


———— 


been a missionary church. The apos- 
tolic commission was, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations.” And, 
“they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them.” 
Our commission is, “The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come.” 

Stop and consider! 

Is there any use of bewailing the 
spiritual darkness and moral corrup- 
tion in the world when we do not do 
our part to extend to those in dark- 
ness and sin invitations to come to 
the light and live on a higher plane? 

How long would it take to extend 
such invitations to those in your com- 
munity if everyone worked as you do? 

How long would it take to enlighten 
a nation if all professing Christians 
participated in the work with the 
same earnestness and Zeal that you do? 

Have you any right to expect or 
demand service and sacrifice of others 
that you yourself are unwilling to 
render? 

The Lord needs you to do mission- 
ary work in your locality. 

Whatever your age or status in 
life you can help spread the good 
news of the Kingdom of God. Many 
storm-tossed souls today are in need 
of faith that is firm and unwavering. 

You may not be able to devote your 
entire time to this work as, for ex- 
ample, the Apostle Paul, but by means 
of the printed word you may help 
someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers. Enclose them 
in your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. God 
will give the increase. 


LEAFLETS: 


What Does the Bible Mean to 
Divine Radar 
Christ the Hope of the World 


Do You Believe in a Future Life? 


A Light in the Dark 


You? 50 cents per 100 
50 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 
25 cents per 100 


25 cents per 100 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah (a 64-page pocket- 


size booklet) 


Special Sample Copies of MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


50 cents per doz. 


.50 per doz. 





Self-sacrifice is the basis and essence of virtue. So those 


virtues are most meritorious that have cost 
to attain. 


the greatest effort 


Destiny is not a matter of chance. It is a matter of choice. 
It is not a thing to be waited for. It is to be achieved. 


Now 


Rise! for the day is passing, 
And you lie dreaming on; 
The others have buckled their armor, 
And forth to the fight are gone: 
A place in the ranks awaits you, 
Each man has some part to play; 
The Past and the Future are nothing, 
In the face of the stern Today. 


Rise from your dreams of the Future, 
Of gaining some hard-fought field; 
Of storming some airy fortress, 
Or bidding some giant yield; 
Your Future has deeds of glory, 
Of honor (God grant it may!), 
But your arm will never be stronger, 
Or the need so great as Today. 


Rise! if the Past detains you, 
Her sunshine and storms forget; 
No chains so unworthy to hold you 
As those of a vain regret: 
Sad or bright, she is lifeless ever; 
Cast her phantom arms away, 
Nor look back, save to learn the lesson 
Of a nobler strife Today. 


Rise! for the day is passing; 
The sound that you scarcely hear 
Is the enemy marching to battle: 
Arise! for the foe is here! 
Stay not to sharpen your weapons, 
Or the hour will strike at last, 
When from dreams of a coming battle, 
You may wake to find it past! 
—Selected. 


Release the Brakes 


A woman who had been in an accident 
was in a traffic court explaining how she 
drove her car. She said to the policeman 
who had arrested her, “I always drive with 
the emergency brake on so that when there 
is an emergency, I will be ready.” That, 
she thought, was being on the safe side! 

There are many people who seem to go 
into any kind of service to other people 
with the emergency brake on! They are 
good at holding back. They never let them- 
selves go with any self-forgetful abandon. 
Take off the emergency brake! 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might” (Eccl. 9:10). 

—Selected. 


The American Indian of the Plains built 
a house of poles and skins called a tepee. 
It was the most suitable house ever con- 
structed for a nomadic race. Whereas the 
New England farmer built a house of stone. 
It was comparatively expensive for him to 
build or construct, but some have been 
lived in for hundreds of years. 

One can build a character that is easily 
adaptable to changes in environment. One 
ean shift his thinking with every new idea, 
or change his moral code with the chang- 
ing fashions; or one can build a house of 
character for eternity. It all depends on 
whether one wants to live for the moment, 
or for the ages. 
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To Know One’s Self 


Is True Progress 


E MIGHT ASK, What is it to know self? Pre- 

eminently, it is to become acquainted with and to 
be able to detect the evil impulses of our own nature. It 
is to realize that the human heart—including our own— 
is full of impurity, and needs regenerating. The process 
of knowing ourselves is complicated by the fact that 
“every way of a man is right in his own eyes” (Prov. 21: 
2). There is not one passion or evil which may not, under 
the influence of a strong will, divest itself of its blame- 
able features. We cannot be successful in any undertaking 
without facing self, and seeing self as we are, immedi- 
ately recognizing our imperfections. 

The men and women who have made a success of life 
and left examples worthy of emulation are those who 
could honestly analyze themselves and detect their own 
weaknesses. They learned how to strengthen their will 
by self-discipline, cultivate their capabilities by applica- 
tion, and make the most of their talents. Through their 
determination to make a mark in the world they have de- 
veloped characteristics of strength and endurance, which 
enabled them to reach their goal. If people can do this to 
obtain fame and glory for just a short time, how much 
more should we who are seeking eternal values strive to 
know self that we might discipline self and so attain glory 
and honor beyond what the mortal mind can conceive, 
and an endless life to enjoy them in. 

Our greatest need is to know self. In Gal. 5:19, 20 
Paul the apostle gives us a comprehensive picture of un- 
regenerated human nature: ‘Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these: Adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, var- 
iance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like.” Of 
course, there are varying degrees of sins and sinners. 
Few people would be guilty of committing all these major 
sins. However, an unsympathetic appraisal of ourselves 
might reveal more defects than we thought existed. 

It is enlightening to note that such ‘“‘mild” sins as ha- 
tred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, envy, are 
grouped right in with such major sins as adultery, for- 
nication, drunkenness, murders. The lesson: there are no 
little sins. The slightest deviation from God’s law will 
prevent us from winning the Divine approval (James 
2:10). 

Once we have examined ourselves and become thor- 
oughly acquainted with ourselves, we come to realize the 
next vital step is change. The Scriptural term ‘“at-one- 
ment,” commonly mispronounced, “a-TONE-ment,” signi- 
fies, “reconciliation by change.” It is a change from an 
“old” to a “new” creature; a change from enmity to 
friendship; a change from a life of self-indulgence to a 
life of self-sacrifice; a change from the attitude of “none 
of Thee and all of self,” to “none of self and all of Thee.” 

The Book gives definite rules for making this change 
that will result in spiritual progress. If we are about to 
lose our temper, let us quickly remind ourselves of the 
command in James 1: 4, “Let patience have her perfect 
work.” When jealousy or envy rankles in our breast we 
should remember the command in I Pet, 2:1, “Lay aside 


all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and 
all evil speakings.” 

If speech control is our problem we should think of Eph. 
4; 29, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that 
it may minister grace unto the hearers.” When we find 
self-pity weighing us down to the point of moroseness, we 
should remember Phil. 4: 4, “Rejoice in the Lord always, 
and again I say, Rejoice.” Is pride marring our conduct? 
Then let us remind ourselves that “pride goeth before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 
16: 18). Are we tempted to vaunt self? Ponder well the 
exhortation: “For I say, through the grace given unto 
me, to every man that is among you, not to think of him- 
self more highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith’ (Rom. 12:3). 

Progress in any line, to be ideal, must terminate in 
perfection. Progress in building character, to be of eter- 
nal value, must end in complete self-mastery. 





Musings of the Editor 


EST we go down to “sleep the sleep of death,” we must 

ever be on the watch for the little sins. Remember it was 

the “little foxes” that destroyed the vines. A “little fire kin- 

dleth” a great matter; “a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump.” 

On the slope of Long’s Peak in Colorado lie the ruins of a 
great forest giant. The naturalist tells us the tree had stood 
400 years, that it was a seedling when Columbus landed on 

, San Salvador; that it had been struck by 
Little Sins lightning fourteen times; that the ava- 
lanches and storms of four centuries had 
thundered past it. In the end, however, beetles killed it. The 
giant that age had not withered, nor lightnings blasted, nor 
storms subdued, fell at last before insects that a man could 
crush with his fingers. So character collapses and falls, not 
because of some great and presumptuous sin, but more fre- 
quently the destructive work is made by small enemies that 
too often we overlook till they have accomplished their dead- 
ly work. 

Are we disposed to be among that number who, having 
eyes, see not; ears, and hear not? God forbid. Let us remem- 
ber that of all who start to live lives of Christian service, but 
few, a small proportion, carry through. Launchings are a gala 
sight. Amid cheers and music the ship, gay with colors, takes 
to sea; but many an old sailor knows that the launching is 
not the test of the ship. When northeasters howl and billows 
roll high, will she bear up against the tempest and make port 
when other ships go down? A Christian must be sustained by 
motives which wear well, by unsmothered faith, and by a 
hope which refuses to grow dim. Only a personality so 
equipped can come through to a triumphant close. 


“O Captain of my soul, lead on; 
I follow Thee, come dark or dawn. 


“When others lose faith, can scarce endure 


The call of Truth, help me be pure.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto 
you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able” (Luke 13: 24). 


This sounds reasonable enough, and has a familiar ring 
to the students of the Scriptures; but how shall we square 
this warning with the promise of the same Teacher in 
Matt. 7:7, 8, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you; for 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened”? 

There is no difficulty whatever, if we accept the quali- 
fications provided by the Speaker. Certainly such a prom- 
ise, if unconditional, would conflict not only with our text 
but with the familiar passage immediately following: 
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it.” 

It is evident, then, that there is more than one kind of 
seeking. Of the many courses which we may expect tc 
find, not all can be right; in fact, it is revealed that only 
one is the true and successful way. All roads may lead to 
Rome, as the old proverb says, but all roads do not lead to 
the Kingdom of God, modern easy-going theology to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Personal salvation can be 
gained by only one approach and one formula. 

The principal reason for the unpopularity of the true 
and living way is the nature of the gate through which 
all its travelers must pass. It is not an easy way, and 
never has been. Good things do not come easy; that is an 
axiom in this life and a principle of God’s evolution—the 
survival of the fittest. It is, as our text says, a “strait” or 
difficult way, restricted and narrow. Five other transla- 
tions of this verse render it “the narrow door.” It is so 
narrow that not one of the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19 
—21 or the thirteen evils which lurk in the heart of man 
(Mark 7: 21, 22) can be carried through. 

It is to be expected that the masses, who are averse to 
effort of a mental or moral nature, would seek for an 
easier way, and this is just what we find. There is plenty 
of seeking done in the world; the utterly irreligious per- 
son is comparatively rare. The quest for salvation or 
spiritual satisfaction is universal and timeless, appearing 
in a multitude of forms, from the most primitive fetish- 
ism or animism right on up the line: but 


“Of all the creeds that mortals wrote, 
Not one caught true perfection’s note.” 


Of faith and zeal there is no lack, and never has been; 
but there is a woeful lack of knowledge to direct and con- 
trol. Error has had more martyrs than truth, but it is 
still error. “Though I have all faith,” said the apostle, 
“...and though I give all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, 
it profiteth me nothing.” Charity, or love, the keeping of 
the commandments of God (I John 5:3), includes and 


presupposes knowledge, the channel through which all 
other virtues come (II Pet. 1:2, 3). Much seeking, but 
most of it doomed to failure because in the wrong way. 
Shrewd leaders have taken advantage of the universal 
desire for a wider gate and a smoother road, and have 
provided it by postulating a system of righteousness by 
proxy, or substitution. The people liked it, and they still 
like it, as witnesseth Jeremiah 5:31, plus our own ob- 
servation and experience. 

The natural Jew, who beyond question had the best 
opportunity ever placed before any people, rejected it 
because the sterile formalities of an obsolete law seemed 
easier. Sacrifices and offerings, fasts and holy days, could 
be managed without interfering with the inner man. 
The stark proposition of an utter cleansing, without and 
within, was too much for him, and his “seeking,” though 
sincere and zealous, went for naught (Rom. 9:31, 32). 

Then there is the individual, familiar to all of us, who 
is never satisfied with any result unless it is attained by 
his own methods and ideas. The scholars of King James, 
in the sonorous dedication of their translation of the 
Bible, shrewdly appraised this class as “self-conceited 
brethren, who run their own way, and give liking unto 
nothing but what is framed by themselves, and hammered 
on their anvil.” We still have them. This is plain inflation, 
and the entire plan of salvation is definitely anti-infla- 
tionist. The old head must come down, and in the end be 
cut off entirely (Rev, 20:4). Not one of our own ways 
or ideas will pass the “narrow door.” 

All these classes, without preferment or discrimina- 
tion, are classified by the Master as thieves and robbers. 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by 
the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber” (John 10:1). We 
know that their climb will be fruitless, for there are but 
two gates and two ways—the narrow way of perfection 
on one side, and everything else on the other. 

So much for the unenlightened world. But within the 
way of understanding there is a numerous class whose 
fate is even more tragic, because they could have finished 
the course and gained their objective. “Too little and too 
late” is their trouble, or most of it. The narrow door lies 
not at this end of the narrow way, but at the other. All 
the way through our probationary pilgrimage we are 
free to carry along some of self, some work of the flesh, 
some opinion or doubt or grudge or unlawful desire, 
right up to the gate of the City. Perhaps we are aware of 
some of this “excess baggage,” but have a vague idea 
that somehow we can lay it off in time to get through. 
But that is another impossibility. We will find ourselves 
in the position of the man in the fable, who deliberately 
carried and nurtured a grudge to the end of his life, but 
finding that it blocked his passage into the heavenly city, 
he attempted to drop it, only to find that it had grown 
fast and become a part of him. 

Then we will strive, then we will seek with the many, 
the great host of the unfaithful, to enter in, but shal] not 
be able. It is too late. Our time is up; our works are not 
perfect before God. “When once the Master of the house 
is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to 
stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open unto us; ... he shall answer and say unto you, 
I know you not whence ye are; ... depart from me, all ye 
workers of iniquity.” 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The Mrcippo MEssaGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Do you consider it proper for a woman to speak in a 
church, or to be a minister? 


If she is capable, yes. 

In Old Testament times there were several women who 
were spiritual guides to the people. Deborah was a judge 
in Israel, “and the children of Israel came up to her for 
judgment.” She also led the armies against Sisera (Judges 
4: 4—7; 5:7, 15, 16). Huldah was a prophetess of whom 
King Josiah inquired (II Kings 22: 8—20). 

In New Testament times we have several examples. In 
Acts 21:8, 9 we are told Philip had “four daughters, 
virgins, which did prophesy.” They were teachers. In 
Rom, 16: 1—3 Paul speaks of “Phebe our sister, which 
is a servant of the church at Cenchrea.” Paul also speaks 
of Priscilla and Aquila; both were helpers in the work. 
Then notice how warmly he speaks of “those women 
which labored with me in the gospel” (Phil. 4:3). 

In Gal. 3: 28 Paul said there is “neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for ye are all one tr Jesus Christ.” God is no re- 
specter of persons in the matter of who shall teach, as 
also in other matters. 

The misunderstanding of the subject has arisen from 
St. Paul’s words in I Cor. 14: 34, 35. The subject under 
consideration then was speaking in unknown tongues, 
which he forbade the women to do, but he did not forbid 
them to speak or teach in churches, 


How did Christ purchase the church with His blood? 


Christ is the head of the church (Col. 1:18). He set 
the example for the church to follow, or there would have 
been no church. He purchased salvation for Himself by 
this obedience, and purchased the church by setting them 
the example (I Peter 2:21), the blood being significant 
of this death to sin. Every member must likewise buy 
the truth and sell it not (Prov. 23: 23; John 6: 63; Rom. 
6:6, 11, 12). 


I have been reading some insertions in our daily paper 
which are called Bible contradictions. I will quote a few and 
ask you to suppy the right answer. 


1. “Jesus ascended to Heaven from Bethany” (Luke 
24:50, 51) versus from Mount Olivet (Acts 1: 9—12). 

Bethany was a village on the eastern slope of Mount 
Olivet about a mile from Jerusalem, according to many 
reliable authorities. Undoubtedly, He ascended from 
Mount Olivet near Bethany, and fittingly, for Mount 
Olivet is the point where He is prophesied to arrive, upon 
His return (Zech. 14: 4). 


2. Jesus, son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli (Luke 
3:23) versus Jacob begat Joseph (Matt. 1:16). 

Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott states that Joseph, “being 
the nearest kin to Heli, the father of Mary, he was 
espoused to her according to the law. He was the natural, 
that is, by birth, son of Jacob, and the legal son of Heli, 
or, as we call it, son-in-law; hence called by Luke the son 
of Heli, in virtue of his being Mary’s husband.” 


3. No man has seen God at any time (John 1:18) 
versus the Lord spake unto Moses face to face as a man 
speaketh unto his friend (Ex. 33:11). 
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As for the Eternal God, the Great I AM, no man has 
seen Him at any time. But as a man’s sons are called by 
his name, so are the glorified sons of God called by their 
Father’s name. It is the angels, the sons of God, bearing 
their Father’s name, who spoke unto Moses and to others 
mentioned in the Scriptures, face to face. Gesenius’ He- 
brew Lexicon gives as a definition of the word El “God. 
The Almighty.” The plural of this is Elohim, “angels.” 
Ex. 23: 20, 21 tells us, “Behold, I send an Angel before 
thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey 
his voice, provoke him not; .. . for my name ts in him.” 


Please explain Hebrews 12: 2. 


This text speaks of the Author and Finisher of our 
faith who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross and despised the shame. He endured or bore the 
daily cross of self-denial (Luke 9:23), despising or 
thinking nothing of the shame, scoffs and jeers of those 
who deride such godly effort, even as men do now. Be- 
cause of this triumphant conquest of sin and temptation, 
never yielding after He learned the right from the wrong, 
He is now seated at the right hand of His Father. This 
text has no reference to the literal cross only as it was 
His last act of obedience, the completion of His life of 
submission to His Father’s will. See Matt. 26: 39. 


Why does it say they will throw their money to the moles 
and the bats at Christ’s coming? Will gold be of no more use 
in that day, or is this a figure of speech? 


This text in Isa. 2: 20 follows the prophecy of God’s 
cleansing judgments on earth when Christ comes to put 
down all evil and establish His Kingdom of peace and 
righteousness. And, as the prophet said, verse 17, “the 
loftiness of man shall be bowed down, the haughtiness of 
men shall be made low: and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day.” In that day, their riches will be of no avail 
and their idolatry but a curse, so will, so to speak, be 
thrown to the moles and bats. All sinners shall be com- 
pelled to submit or perish. 


What does the phrase, “except those days be shortened,” 
mean? 


This verse (Matt. 24: 22) is referring to the long night 
of the Apostasy which Daniel and Paul foretold and to 
which Jesus referred in the parable of the ten virgins 
(Matt. 25:5). He stated that while the Bridegroom tar- 
ried they all slumbered and slept. During this period of 
1,260 years (Rev. 11:8; 13:5) the truth lay covered with 
a mass of superstition and error and darkness. Except 
those days had been shortened or ended and the midnight 
cry sounded in these last days, “Behold He cometh, pre- 
pare to meet Him,” no flesh would thereafter have been 
saved or prepared for salvation. 


Is there a hell where the wicked burn forever? 


No. “The wages of sin is death”; and “broad is the way 
that leadeth to destruction” (Rom. 6:23; Matt. 7:13). 
The word “hell” is used frequently in the Bible in the 
same sense as “grave.” The Hebrew word sheol and the 
Greek word hades have the meaning of “the grave.” God’s 
mercy and goodness, not fear of hell-fire, must lead us to 
repentance (see Rom. 2: 4). 
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A STRANGER NO MORE 


I once was a stranger to God and His Word, 

The Truth in its fullness I never had heard. 

The fables once taught me were all that I knew, 
And so I believed I had nothing to do. 

But lo! a Samaritan happened my way, 

And bade me observe that the Book said, “Obey!” 
I found that in keeping the precepts divine 

The wonderful boon of salvation was mine. 


I had been informed that I need not be pure, 

(A few imperfections the Lord would endure), 

So I was surprised when directed to read 

That all of God’s saints must be perfect indeed. 

I read in the Book that pure heart and clean hands 
Were listed with all that the Father demands 

Of those who desire to obtain the reward 

Of life everlasting with Jesus, our Lord. 


In error I thought that Christ died for my sin, 
Whose death on the cross made me spotless within. 
But no; as example, to sin He once died, 

That all who would follow might sit by His side. 
He saved but Himself by His pure, holy life, 

So free from all evil, all hatred and strife; 

And we must not stray from the path which He trod 
If we would be saved, and find favor with God. 


I learned that the earth is to be the abode 

Of all who endure to the end of the road, 

And being found faithful, are granted a home 
With Christ in His Kingdom, to nevermore roam. 
No more shall I think that in heaven above 

I’ll find all my friends, and the ones that I love; 
For those now departed shall sleep in the grave 

Till Christ comes from heaven, the righteous to save. 


I had a great fear of the torments of “hell,” 

Where all are consigned who refuse to do well, 

(Or so I believed) ; there in anguish of soul 

To burn while the years of eternity roll. 

So I was relieved to learn “hell” was the grave, 
The home of the dead, whether righteous, or knave. 
Bereft of all knowledge, the years in their flight 
Are no more to them than a quickly passed night. 


Oh, wonderful Bible! a storehouse divine 

Of faith, hope, and love is this Bible of mine. 
A treasure eternal; new joys without end 

Are daily revealed by my dear, faithful Friend. 
The Truth is my portion, on it I rely; 

It guides and directs me while others pass by. 
No more as a Stranger in darkness I roam, 
For Truth is directing and leading me home. 


—L. L. S. 
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